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ABSTRACT 



Perspectives are an extremely important factor in political decisions. The study of 
decision-making is often approached in a segmented manner with social scientists each 
believing their discipline is the correct approach. This thesis asserts that the study of 
decision-making must focus on how perspectives are formed and be interdisciplinary. 
Each discipline should be incorporated to discover how various factors influence the 
decision-making process. 

Perspectives are often confused with beliefs or ideas. This thesis defines perspectives 
as a subjective approach to an objective reality. A large portion of various sections in the 
thesis is devoted to examining concepts of subjective reality. It explores some of the 
possible interrelationships of perceptual influences with the intent of better understanding 
the decision-making process. The thesis presents several models which help explain the 
processes involved in forming perspectives and making decisions. 
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INTRODUCTION 



I . 

The study of decision-making is often approached in a 
segmented manner with social scientists each believing their 
discipline is the correct approach. Psychologists and 
psychiatrists want to psychoanalyze the decision-maker and 
discover what dark secrets may be hidden in his or her mind. 
Sociologists look at the decision-maker's social organization 
and his or her interactive information processing. Game 
theorists search for the "most relevant" information from 
which they can develop "rational" models (as if rationality is 
a universal trait of mankind) . Political scientists conduct 
surveys or "re-fight the last war." 

However, the study of decision-making must be 
interdisciplinary. Each discipline should be incorporated to 
discover how various factors influence the decision-making 
process. To be successful, it is imperative for the student 
to have some idea of the motivation behind human behavior. As 
Holsti observed, "students of international politics and 
foreign policy have not achieved consensus about the central 
relevance or utility of research on the belief systems and 
cognitive processes of foreign policy leaders." 1 It is not 



1 Axelrod, Robert, ed. Structure of Decision, The 
Cognitive Maps of Political Elites , (New Jersey: Princeton 
University Press, 1976), 20. 
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